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HOW UPSET
PREDICTS

UFC FIGHTS
The AI Behind Your Predictions

65%
ACCURACY

283
FEATURES

8,500+
FIGHTS
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01 THE BIG PICTURE

FIGHTER DATA
Stats, ratings,

records, physical

AI MODEL
XGBoost primary

283 selected features

WIN PROBABILITY
65% accurate

prediction output

02 PERFORMANCE
50 60 70 80 90 100

RANDOM GUESS 50%

MAJORITY PICK 51%

GLICKO-2 ONLY 57%

UPSET PREDICTIONS 65%

VEGAS ODDS 68%

Vegas odds represent the practical ceiling (65-70%).
Our model approaches this benchmark using only historical fight data.
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03 WHAT WE ANALYZE
Six categories of fighter data feed into every prediction.

PHYSICAL
ATTRIBUTES

Reach

Height

Age

Weight class

FIGHT
RECORD

Wins & streaks

Experience

Win methods

Quality win rate

STRIKING
STATS

Accuracy & defense

Round 1 output

Volume & power

Head/body/leg mix

GRAPPLING
STATS

Takedowns

Submissions

Control time

Ground striking

FIGHTER
RATINGS

Glicko-2 skill

Uncertainty

Rating trend

Opponent quality

FIGHTING
STYLE

Activity & recency

Fight duration

Finishing rate

Cardio profile

ALL STATS COMPUTED AT POINT-IN-TIME  /  NO FUTURE DATA LEAKAGE  /  BAYESIAN PRIORS FOR DEBUT FIGHTERS
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04 TOP FACTORS
The five most predictive features, ranked by importance.

1 AGE DIFFERENCE

100%

Younger fighters have a measurable edge

2 REACH ADVANTAGE

90%

Physical reach is a key predictor of outcomes

3 GLICKO-2 SKILL RATING

85%

Rating gap between fighters predicts winners

4 ROUND 1 OUTPUT

81%

Early aggression and striking volume matter

5 FIGHTER ACTIVITY

72%

How recently and frequently a fighter competes

05 INTEGRITY
Three safeguards that keep our predictions honest.

NO FUTURE
DATA

Every stat is computed
using only fights that

happened BEFORE the
predicted bout.

NO CORNER
BIAS

Fighter positions are
randomly assigned to

prevent systematic
red/blue advantage.

REAL
VALIDATION

Tested on 318 fights
across 26 cards the
model never saw -
honest accuracy.
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06 READING YOUR PREDICTION
Every prediction card tells you why the model favors a fighter.

UFC 310  /  MAIN EVENT  /  WELTERWEIGHT

FIGHTER A vs FIGHTER BFighter names
with corner colors

62% 38% Win probability
bar shows likelihood

HIGH CONFIDENCE

TOP FEATURES

Age Difference > A Fighter A is 4 years younger

Glicko-2 Rating Gap > A A rated 127 points higher

Reach Advantage > B Fighter B has +3" reach

Striking Defense > A A absorbs 28% fewer strikes

Takedown Accuracy > A A lands 52% of attempts

Top features explain
WHY the model
favors a fighter

METHOD PROBABILITIES

KO/TKO 35% SUB 20% DEC 45% Method breakdown
KO / Sub / Decision

EACH PREDICTION IS GENERATED FRESH FROM REAL-TIME FIGHTER DATA
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